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Grade Level Meeting Guidelines

The grade level chairs are the representative voice for the parents of their grade. They
notify their class representatives of the upcoming grade level meetings so they may
communicate in a timely fashion to the parents of their class for any agenda items. If a
parent brings up a concern or idea that the grade level chair does not feel is valid, it is the
chair's obligation to address the issue at the meeting.

The format of the grade level meetings is informal and conversational.

The Grade Level Meeting is not the venue to discuss individual teachers and/or students.
Parents with those concerns should be directed either back to the individual teacher, Ms.
Monaco or Ms. Soler.

In the interest of covering all grades in a timely fashion, it may be necessary to limit the
amount of time used to discuss a particular topic.

Grade Level Meeting
November 18, 2009

Summary

Kindergarten

e Supervision during recess time: The current ratio of children being supervised by
adults is good: On Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, there are 11 or 12
children per adult. On Wednesdays a couple of classes are taken to the 1% grade
playground to avoid having too many children in the K playground. Further increasing
the number of adults supervising the playground is unrealistic as it is costly. Ms.
Monaco took the opportunity to encourage parents to attend the first District Budget
public session on Nov. 30™ at 7:30 pm at the Hommocks Library to learn about the
financial challenges that lie ahead.

e Slippery hallways during inclement weather: Murray’s custodians put out mats at
wintertime because it is more slippery. Also, they mop more often.

I’ Grade
No issues/questions raised.

2" Grade

e Grade policy on independent reading: The District uses the balanced literacy approach
to teach reading. This methodology integrates a variety of literacy instructional




V.

practices, one of which is guided reading, where there is focused instruction, and
another is independent reading. It is good practice to break into groups according to
students’ needs and the skill or strategy being taught. There is a more detailed
description of balanced literacy in the District’s website at www.mamkschools.org,
under “Curriculum and Instruction”.

Possibility of instituting a policy to have teachers send home weekly newsletters: Ms.
Monaco strongly encourages teachers to write periodic informational letters. Each
teacher implements this in a different way. If teachers are not sending home
information, parents should speak to the teacher. In Paws for News, there is an update
from K, 1, and 2™ grades every other week, and from 3™, 4™ and 5" grades on the
alternate weeks.

Uniformity across grade levels in writing down homework assignments: The way in
which homework is conveyed is teacher specific. Sometimes it is not the same for all
kids in the classroom. However the homework is conveyed, it should be clear. If it is
not, Ms. Monaco encourages parents to talk directly to the teacher.

3" Grade

Supervision during recess time: Please see summary under Kindergarten.

Slippery hallways during inclement weather: Please see summary under Kindergarten.
Reinforcing script after 3" grade: Teachers in 4™ and 5™ grade can give students a
choice as to what handwriting they can use. It is important for the children to become
proficient in script so they can read it. When kids have fine motor skills issues, some
times it is easier to write in script. Ms. Monaco will raise this parent concern with the
teachers.

Teaching of foundational writing skills: Teachers encourage children to write and
brainstorm in their notebooks. The mechanics and grammar are taught outside the
notebook. Teachers have to hold the students accountable for incorporating the
mechanics in their writing. The District has developed a scope/sequence and roadmap
of writing skills that need to be acquired by each grade.

Focus of building objectives at Murray vs. the other elementary schools: Ms. Monaco
explained the goal setting process implemented by Dr. Fried three years ago, and how
this year each building was asked to come up with one unique goal specific to that
school, on top of the literacy goals and other goals provided by the District. Murray
staff took the Americana theme, which originally started as a Mamaroneck Schools
Foundation project, and enthusiastically embraced it as an opportunity to create an
interdisciplinary curriculum (English/Social Studies/Art/Music) where lesson plans
could be developed and shared. Murray therefore developed a unique goal that is fully
embraced by the teachers because of the creativity, ownership, and community ties
involved, while students are excited about integrating learning across different
disciplines. For further detail, please refer to Ms. Monaco’s description in the Paws for
News issue of Dec. 4"

Dates for parent math meetings: The TERC workshop will be on 12/11. Additionally,
there will be a 2™ grade Family Math Night on 12/3 with 50 slots, and a 1 grade
Family Night Math some time in January.
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4" Grade

Cassiday quality of school photos: This is a PTA issue: Retake day is 12/3, and
feedback has been very positive.

Sending money with children to Circle Line field trip: Teachers recommend a limit to
the amount of money to be brought on the trip. This is a good opportunity for parents
to talk about money.

Allowing use of scooters as alternative to driving: This issue was discussed at the last
Grade Level Meeting. Here is the summary from that meeting: Scooters can be used if
children are accompanied by an adult who makes sure they’re using the scooter
appropriately. The district policy is that there are no scooters or skate boards allowed
on school ground, as indicated in signage around school. There is a safety issue of
riding on the streets and keeping the scooters in the cubbies. Bikes are encouraged: a
new bike rack will be placed soon.

Focus of building objectives at Murray vs. the other elementary schools: Please see
summary under 3" grade.

5" Grade

Preparation for 6™ grade math with TERC: The curriculum transition is easy for
Murray students as the way TERC is taught at school fully prepares them for both
Math and Enriched Math.

Use of 4™ grade ELAs, math tests, and ERBs to adapt instruction in 5 grade: Michael
Kollmer, the District Director of Instructional Technology, has been helping Murray to
look at the test results very closely for the past two years. He analyzes the data and
provides detailed reports so teachers can understand the trends. There are grade level
meetings looking at results from 3" to 4 grade and from 4" o 5 grade. Teachers use
the tests diagnostically to inform the instruction for the following school year.
Existence of parent component to DARE: Officer Rui Sandies came to the 5" grade
coffee on Oct. 5™ to explain the DARE curriculum. If the parent has a specific
question, he/she can email him directly.

Special Education

Primary “point person” when there is a question regarding Special Ed: Ifitis a
classified student, the case manager is the special ed teacher or psychologist. If the
student is not classified but had a report done externally, the parents should contact Ms.
Monaco, who will speak to the school psychologist, who in turn will coordinate a
meeting. If the student is not classified and has had no evaluation, the best thing is to
contact the teacher.

Receiving progress reports for building level services: Progress reports are given twice
a year at the formal reporting period. Some times the building level providers join the
parent/teacher conferences, but unfortunately, they cannot be at more than one meeting




at the same time. Parents should be able to meet with the service provider to talk about
their child. The building level sessions are not in isolation; there is a lot of
communication between the teacher and the service provider. This coordination
ensures that skills are being transferred to the classroom. If parents have questions,
they should contact the teacher, the service provider, the assistant principal, or the
principal.



	Summary 
	I. Kindergarten 
	VII. Special Education 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


