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Tigers – Go outside and 

enjoy the spring air! 

“EYE OF THE TIGER...THRILL OF THE FAIR” 

2009 SPRING FAIR ON SATURDAY, MAY 9th 
 

Every year when spring rolls around, the Murray community eagerly 

anticipates the Spring Fair.  So mark your calendars for Saturday, May 

9 to attend the 2009 Spring Fair, where the whole family can enjoy a 

fun, action-packed day on the large Murray playground! 
 

This year’s theme is the ñEye of the Tiger...Thrill of the Fair.ò  

Students had an opportunity to show their school spirit & Tiger pride by 

pre-ordering “Spring Fair themed attire” so they can wear it to the Fair! 
 

It is the tremendous work of the parent volunteers that has made the Fair 

so spectacular each year since it began a decade ago. Many of the 

booths are manned by volunteers for the third, fourth and fifth years in a 

row.  Nearly all Murray families contribute in some way ï by 

volunteering at a booth, preparing or buying goods for the Country 

Kitchen and Cake Walk,  or donating items for the Basket Raffle or 

Used Book sale. 
 

New this year will be Twister, Electronic Basketball Throw and Roller 

Bowler, as well as the much anticipated NEW Photo Booth where kids 

and adults can pose with their friends and choose from over 50 different 

photo borders.  This booth is sure to generate much excitement! 
 

Returning in 2009 will be the ever popular Murray Idol (with a twist), 

Ziggy the Sea Monster, and some old-time Murray classics including 

the Cake Walk, Toilet Paper Toss, Kids Crafts, Hair Color/Face 

Painting/Tattoos, and Lollipop Tree.  Teachers will show their support 

again with their very own Frisbee Throw Booth. 
 

As in the past, the orchestra and band will kick off the day with a mini-

concert.  All booths, activities, food and refreshments will be open from 

11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Keep your fingers crossed for a beautiful sunny day, and come enjoy the 

Fair on Saturday, May 9th.  For more information, or to volunteer, 

contact Lori Dente at RodLori1@aol.com, Melissa Demasi at 

msdemasi@aol.com, Charlotte Mioen at charlotte@mioen.com, or 

Allison Stahl at allison_stahl@yahoo.com.  Be sure to check upcoming 

Tiger Talks for further announcements about the Fair. 

GRANTS AWARDED BY MURRAY 

AVENUE PTA &  THE MAMARONECK 

SCHOOLS FOUNDATION  
 

Thanks to all Murray parents for their fundraising so the PTA could 
award the following grants that will enrich our childrenôs education. 
Thanks also to the teachers for submitting grant proposals and to the 
Murray PTA Grants Committee (Liz Paras, Stephanie Basta, Meg 
Bausano, Alex Bohn, Debbie Hilden, Christy Hodge, Silvia Lederman, 
and Debra Schwartz) for all their help with this process. 
 

Science and Social Studies: 
1st Grade Non-Fiction:  The following clear, child-friendly big 
books (with matching sets of little books for use during guided or 
partner reading) published by National Geographic will be 
purchased: ñPilgrims of Plymouthò, ñExploring Spaceò, ñInsectsò, 
and ñA Tree for All Seasonsò.  
4th Grade New York State Study:  Linda Baker and Colleen 
Melnykôs class will research NYS, culminating in a tourism poster 
with narrative. 
 

Literacy: 
Library:  Librarian Pam Tanenbaum and Assistant Principal Cruz 
Soler will have popular books (kept in baskets so they do not 
need to be shelved) that align with the 1st grade curriculum for 
students to read in the library during indoor lunch. 
3rd Grade òOut of Africaó:  3rd grade teachers, music teacher 
Joe Brady, and art teachers Nancy Revich and Aaron Stone 
again will have a program that enhances studentsô understanding 
of African culture through literature, music and art. 
3rd Grade Guided Reading:  A range of high-interest guided 
reading materials will enable teachers to differentiate their 
instruction for various reading levels and help students improve 
their reading and writing skills. 
4th Grade Mystery Study:  New mystery books will be shared 
among teachers who use the genre as a way to broaden 
studentsô interpretive comprehension skills. 
 

Technology: 
CD/Cassette Center:  2nd grade teacher Joan Mazo will have a 
cd/cassette listening center for materials that enhance 
comprehension and language skills. 
5th Grade Video Cameras:  2 flip video cameras will be shared 
so students can learn through multi-media presentations. 
5th Grade Podcasts:  2 digital audio recorders will be shared for 
students to create  podcasts, including to practice fluent oral 
reading and to complement written projects. 

Continued on Page 4 

Will  Murray put on a 

Student Play?  

See Page 5 for the answer  

mailto:RodLori1@aol.com
mailto:msdemasi@aol.com
mailto:charlotte@mioen.com
mailto:allison_stahl@yahoo.com
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Many thanks to: 

Principal Jennifer Monaco, PTA Co-
Presidents Kristine Budill and Tracy 
Owen, and PTA Vice President 
Communications Ann LoBue for their 

contributions. 

ñTiger Talk In Depth", a Murray Avenue 

PTA Tri -Annual Newsletter, is also 

available online at 

www.mamkschoolspta.org/murray 

Questions?  Call Jill Miller at 833-9770. 

Murray Matters 
 

A letter from your PTA Co-Presidents 

Dear Murray Community, 

The central themes of this issue of Tiger Talk in Depth are Creativity,  

Collaboration and Celebrationðqualities that make Murray great. 
 

Creative parents find ways to evolve and enhance traditional PTA events like  

the Winter Whirl (p 7) and introduce new programs such as the Student Musical (p 5) 

to enrich our childrenôs lives.  Creative teachers inspire our children and develop 

exciting additions to the curriculum, using Grants (p 1) to bring new technologies and 

literary resources to the classrooms.  And creative students embrace TV Turnoff 

Week (p 6) with imagination and movement and rejuvenate our school with tree 

planting on Arbor Day (p 6). 
 

Much of this creativity would not be possible without the fabulous collaboration 

between parents, teachers / administrators and students.  The generosity of our 

parents at the Winter Whirl funds our teacher grant requests and many of the student 

programs.  Our terrific Parent / Faculty Programs committee explores ways to create 

greater connection between parents and professionals, sponsoring a January 2009 

workshop entitled ñHow to Talk to Your Childôs Teacherò (p 3). 
 

Finally, celebration is a big part of the Murray experience.  We honor our studentsô 

achievements with events from kindergarten publisher parties to fifth grade graduation 

activities.  And we celebrate the tradition of oral history and the wisdom of 

grandparents and senior members of the community (p 4). Perhaps the signature 

celebration for the Murray community is the Spring Fair (p 1) ï an event not to be 

missed! 
 

We hope you enjoy this issue of Tiger Talk in Depth, and we thank you for all that 

you do to make Murray such a rewarding place of learning.  Have a wonderful spring 

and summer filled with creativity, collaboration and celebration! 

 

 

 

Kristine Budill                   & Tracy Owen 

 

Murray Matters 

 
 

 
 

The following PTA committees need chairsðfind the ones that suit your talents, interests and time constraints!  Please contact Debra 

Schwartz, VP Parent Services, for more information or to volunteer.  We need your help! 
 

After School Clubs  Fall Fling    Parents as Reading Partners  Theatre Arts 
Art Appreciation  Grade Level   Parent Faculty Programs  Tiger Talk 
Bake Sale   Green Tigers   Playground Equipment  Tiger Talk  In Depth Design 
Beautification/Garden Lost & Found   Publicity    Traffic Drop-off Duty 
Book Fair   Lunchtime Activities   Room Rep Coordinators  Volunteer Coordinator 
Class Photos  Mamôk Schools/Grants Liason  School Spirit   Walk to School Week 
Community Outreach Murray Memories   Spring Fair   Website 
Cultural Arts  Oral History   Staff Luncheon   Welcome 

http://www.mamkschoolspta.org/murrayQuestions?%20%20Call%20Jill%20Miller%20at%20833-9770
http://www.mamkschoolspta.org/murrayQuestions?%20%20Call%20Jill%20Miller%20at%20833-9770
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PTA Q&A ð What is New York State Testing? 

Q&A:  How to Talk to Your Childõs Teacher 

This past January, the PTA hosted a workshop titled ñHow to Talk to Your 
Childôs Teacher:  The Key to More Productive Communicationò designed 
to facilitate effective communication between parents and staff.  Principal 
Jennifer Monaco and Assistant Principal Cruz Soler, along with parents 
Mary Beth Jordan and Chris Hofstedt, organized a panel consisting of 
Dara Lepofsky (school psychologist) and teachers Bernadette Mannion 
(kindergarten), Joan Stern (2nd grade) and Joan Staudinger (4th grade).  
After a presentation by Ms. Monaco, attendees formed groups (each 
comprised of a teacher or administrator, a moderator and several 
parents) to discuss various issues and how to address them. 
 
Why have this workshop?  The workshop resulted from a perceived 
community need.  Parents felt uncomfortable asking tough questions 
about their kids.  When they did ask questions, they were often 
dissatisfied with the teachersô generalized answers.  Some parents also 
felt more disconnected than in the past due to the new dismissal policy.  
There was also confusion about whether to communicate via email, 
phone or meetings.  Finally, principals, assistant principals and district 
administrators were getting more phone calls directly from parents as 
parents were bypassing teachers. 
 
What were the goals?  The goals were to get teachers, parents and 
administrators together to discuss the best ways to communicate various 
concerns, to ease tensions surrounding parent-teacher communications, 
to help parents and teachers forge productive partnerships, and to create 
better learning experiences for our children. 
 

What can parents expect from teachers?  Parents should expect the 
following:  regular communication regarding projects, trips, units of study 
and special events (via email, newsletters, letters/notes); opportunities for 
parental involvement in class (e.g., celebrations, ñexperts,ò chaperones); 
honest feedback regarding a childôs academic and social progress; 
notification of changes in behavior or problems (except small incidents that 
are dealt  directly with a child in an effort to educate, empower and 
encourage self-advocacy); and suggestions on helping a child at home. 
 
What can teachers expect from parents?  Parents should communicate 
regularly with teachers, particularly regarding important information or 
events, e.g., change in babysitter or medication, death in family, or job loss 
(family matters are kept strictly confidential).  Parents should also review 
and empty the contents of childrenôs folders and read correspondences 
(letters, emails, flyers); follow up on classroom routines, lessons, and 
suggestions; and discuss concerns and questions with the teacher (but 
NOT in front of the child). 
 
How should email be used?  Keep emails brief and for general 
information (like setting up a meeting).  Expect teacherôs emails also to be 
short.   Do not share confidential information or use names; specifics 
should instead be discussed in meetings.  Teachers usually respond to 
emails within 24 hours except to emails sent on weekends (which may not 
be read until Mondays).  Do not use emails for end-of-day plan or pick-up 
changes as they may not be read in time.  If you are writing regular and/or 
lengthy emails, set up a meeting to discuss your concerns instead. 
 
Are there guidelines for parent/teacher conferences?  Parents and 
teachers should be aware of the meetingôs time frame and realistic about 
what can be accomplished during that time.  If additional time is needed, 
have another meeting after the ñconference seasonò.  If a parent has 
specific concerns or questions, they should forward them to the teacher in 
advance.  Teachers and parents should be cordial and respectful.  Parents 
should try and set aside any differences between themselves during 
meeting/conference. 
 

When are teachers available for additional meetings?  Teachers are 
generally available between 8:00-8:30 AM and 3:00-3:30 PM Monday 
through Thursday.  They also can have phone conversations during their 
scheduled ñprep timeò (which is different for each teacher). 
 
Whom do I speak with regarding an issue about my child?  First, speak 
to the teacher.  Then, if necessary, speak to the principal or assistant 
principal.  If the issue is still not resolved, speak to the superintendent.  
Teachers and administrators may discuss only your child (no other child) 
with you.  Therefore, if parents of more than one child have a group 
meeting, teachers and administrators are limited in what they can say. 
 
What about a general question or concern, e.g., about curriculum or 
school policy?  Again, first speak with the teacher.  They should be able 
to address your question adequately.  If not, contact the PTA grade level 
chairperson, the principal or assistant principal.  If still unsatisfied, contact 
the superintendent or an assistant superintendent. 
 
The following are some scenarios that were discussed in the groups. 
 
PARENT:  ñI feel my childôs teacher doesnôt like him or get him.  Heôs a fine 
student and doesnôt get in trouble, but he has lost enthusiasm for school 
and is wary of his teacher.ò  The group suggested the parent do the 
following:  be patient as teachers need time and sometimes assistance to 
get to know a child; keep in mind that the beginning of a school year is a 
time of transition for all; avoid discussing with other parents; and meet with 
the teacher and be honest but not judgmental. 
 
TEACHER:  ñA parent is convinced her child is extremely bright, but I think 
the child is average.  Do I tell the parent, and if so, how?  When a parent 
asks, óHow does my child compare to the rest of the class?ô, what do they 
really want to know?ò  The group acknowledged that parents may find 
feedback vague because students are not graded.  They recommended 
that the teacher provide concrete examples of the studentôs progress, make 
grade-level expectations clear to parents, and focus discussion on the 
childôs progress in light of the expectations and not on comparisons with 
other children in class or siblings. 
 
PARENT:  ñMy child is not being challenged and seems bored.  Iôd spoken 
to the teacher about this at the November conference.  Itôs now January, 
and I donôt see how ódifferentiationô works for bright kids.ò  The group 
agreed this issue should not wait until spring conferences and that the 
parent should send a brief email to the teacher to express concerns and set 
up a meeting. Differentiated work may in fact be occurring in the classroom 
but not in the homework.  At the meeting, the teacher can show evidence of 
work done in class and discuss what is being done to make work more 
challenging. 
 
PARENT:  ñMy child told me about a disagreement between him and 
another child that happened in school.  My child lost a class privilege 
because of the incident, and he was upset.  I emailed the teacher who 
responded with a different story and said that there was a 
misunderstanding but that everything was fine.ò  In this scenario, the parent 
needs more information, including whether the teacher witnessed the 
incident and whether there was a privilege withheld.  The group concluded 
that the parentôs email warranted further conversation. The teacher should 
arrange a meeting or call, and if not, the parent should do so.  The parent, 
teacher and child should meet to bring closure to the situation, validate 
feelings, and ensure the child feels supported even if he misunderstood. 
 
 

 
Continued on Page 5 
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PTA Q&A ð What is New York State Testing? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 (continued) 

 

Physical Education, Music, and Art: 
iPod: PhysEd teacher Craig Butler will have a Nano iPod to 
provide current music. 
Orchestra: String Instrument teacher Amy Rosen will purchase 
SmartMusic, an on-line practice subscription, to encourage 
practice at home and foster faster development of skills through 
interactive, personalized learning. 
Band:  Band teacher Denise Ruchala will have a music listening 
station to enhance the beginning band program with an emphasis 
on developing aural skills and metronome practice techniques. 

 

Thanks to Mamaroneck Scho ols 

Foundation for awarding 34 new 

grants    (3 for Murray alone &  5 all -

school or all -elementary grants)  
 

Technology: 
Laptops--Pam Tannenbaum and Jennifer Monaco:  Our library 
will have 5 new laptops allowing for more inquiry-based research. 
Coach Toolkits--All Schools--Andrew Hess:  Several of the 
districtôs coaches will have óToolkitsô, including a digital camera, 
Flip video camera, digital audio recorder and mini-projector, to be 
used for documenting classroom activities, teacher practices and 
student work, and aiding in teachersô professional development. 
 

Literacy & Enrichment: 

American Folk Traditions --Betsy Nolan and Elizabeth Dillon:  
This multidisciplinary project (using classroom curriculum and 
library, art and music) will explore folk traditions in the following 
areas:  Labor and Recreation; Presidents, Poets and Prophets; 
and Sacrifice and Celebration.  Related performing arts programs 
will focus on pre-WWII blues masters;  marching band music; folk 
and popular dance; and Woodie Guthrie. 
4th Grade Nonfiction & Historical Fiction --Joan Staudinger 
and Maureen Montone:  Each class will have books tied to the 
American Revolution and the science curriculum to facilitate non-
fiction reading and writing. 
Social Studies --All Schools:  Each of the districtôs 6 school 
libraries will have updated and current social studies books 
(particularly on countries and topics that are always evolving) for 
research and non-fiction inquiry. 
Toolkits--All Elementary Schools:  Each elementary school will 
have two ñComprehension Toolkitsò containing teacherôs guides 
developed by Stephanie Harvey, the districtôs reading consultant, 
and providing strategies for non-fiction reading. 
 

Special Education: 
Assistive Technology (AT) -- All Schools-- Dr. Anthony Minotti, 
Mike Kollmer:  The districtôs AT specialist will have an AT 
Assessment/ Training Center with AT devices to be used for 
student evaluations and staff/parent training, resulting in significant 
cost savings by no longer having to use outside specialists. 

 

Oral History Program:  A Step Back 

in Time  at Murray Avenue School  

Every spring, our 5
th
 graders have a unique opportunity to learn 

about life in a different time.  They don’t do their research in the 

usual way by reading history books and journals or exploring the 

internet.  Instead, they learn first-hand the importance of oral 

history, or the passing on of life stories from one generation to 

the next, and its value as a historical research tool. 
 

As part of the PTA’s annual Oral History Program, our 5th grade 

students and teachers invite people, usually grandparents or 

friends in the neighborhood, to discuss growing up in another 

era.  These are the guest “historians.”  In response to their 

childhood tales, supplemented by personal memorabilia and 

photos, the students ask questions about what life was like when 

the historians were in grammar school.   This is an excellent way 

for students to learn how much has changed since then and to 

deepen their understanding of historical events that occurred 

before they were born. 
 

In preparation for Oral History Day, a “mock interview” is held 

in advance to give the students a quick tutorial on interview 

methods.  Last year, Murray was fortunate to have an expert 

reporter, Gregg Jarrett of FOX News Channel (and Murray 

dad!), interview Valerie O’Keefe, Town of Mamaroneck 

Supervisor and former Murray student.  Mr. Jarrett provided the 

children with professional interviewing tips so that they were 

well prepared to conduct their own question and answer sessions 

the following day.  For the 2009 Oral History Program on May 

7
th
, Murray boasts another celebrity guest to conduct a mock 

interview:  New York Times Media Reporter Jacques Steinberg 

(who is a 5
th
 grade parent too!). 

 

Over the years, students’ questions to their historians have 

covered a wide variety of topics including heroes, presidents, 

sports, television, games, report cards, fashion, employment, and 

memorable events in history.  The 18 guest historians that 

participated in last year’s event (including several former 

Murray staff members) gave personal testimonies of their lives 

enhanced by props, photos, books and old newspapers.  The day 

was a huge success for both the students and the adults! 
 

A big thanks to committee co-chairs Suzanne Corbin & Maureen 

Knowles for all their hard work coordinating this very special 

program. 
 

  

 

Mary Walsh, 94 years 

young, shared her life history 

with Murray 5th graders, 

including her grandson Ben 

Gibson, giving them an 

opportunity to learn about 

growing up in a different era 

through first-hand stories. 

Murray students practiced their 

interview skills on Dr. Elizabeth 

Dreier, who served as Principal 

of Murray Avenue School for 17 

years before retiring recently. 

 

Don’t forget to 

recycle your school 

papers! 
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PTA Q&A ð What is New York State Testing? 

In Our Classrooms 

Join us for meetings on 

Tuesday, May 12 at 9:15 AM 

& Thursday, May 14 at 7:30 

PM where we will introduce 

the new theatre arts & 

school supplies committees 

(for buying our kidsõ school 

supplies through PTA)! 

A Student Musical is Coming to Murray! 

A majority of respondents to the PTA survey completed this past year 
indicated that they wanted a theatre arts program.  In response, a theatre 
arts committee was formed to bring a musical to Murray in January 2010 
for the 2

nd
 through 5

th
 grades. 

 
After researching local schoolsô theatre arts 

programs, the committee decided to use 
Central Schoolôs successful model.  For 
the last five years, Kevin Kearinsôs 
production company, KJK Productions, 
has run Centralôs theatre program (it 
also runs annual musicals at elementary 
schools in Edgemont, Scarsdale, White 
Plains, Harrison and Purchase and has 

produced and directed several Broadway 
shows).  KJK Productions handles all 

aspects of the school musical, including 
casting students and providing scripts, 

choreography, live music and costumes. 
 
The responses to the performances have been overwhelmingly positive.  
Students, parents and administration agree that the program offers new 
and unique possibilities and experiences to students.  It is also one of the 
few activities in which the entire school community can participate, either 
as performers or audience members cheering for fellow students. 
 
The program is self-funded (there will be a reasonable fee to participate) 
and works similarly to an after school club (except over an intense two-
week period!).  Registration will take place this spring and will be by mail 
on a first-come basis, with spots reserved for each participating grade 
(after plenty of notice of the dates for the two-week rehearsal and 
performance period).  There will be two casts running as parallel shows, 
i.e., same show, same amount of students in each cast, but separate 
rehearsal times.  We expect that one rehearsal time will be after school, 
and the other will be in the early evening.  The size of each cast will 
depend on interest and enrollment, but we anticipate approximately 80 
students per cast. 
 
During the 2-week period of rehearsals (10 school days), students must 
come every day and forego any conflicting extracurricular activities.  
Immediately following the rehearsal period, each cast will give a 
performance on Saturday and on Sunday. 
 
While the production company handles rehearsals and issues related to 
the performance, we need dedicated parent volunteers for a variety of 
incidentals, including coordinating each cast, attending rehearsals and 
performances, handling ticket and snack sales, and preparing a program.  
Please contact Amy Psaila at psaila@optonline.net if you want to help 
make the program a success. 
 
The theatre arts program should be a wonderful addition to Murray, 
boosting school spirit and giving students added self-esteem and 
confidence. 
 

 
 
 

 

School Budget Vote 
On May 19, 2009, the community will 

vote on the proposed budget for the 

Mamaroneck school district for the 

2009-2010 school year.  For Murray 

parents who are registered to vote, the 

school budget vote will take place that 

day at Murray between 7 AM and 9 

PM.  To learn more about the budget 

and budget process, or if you have any 

questions, check the website at 

www.mamkschools.org (Board of 

Education link), email the district at 

budget@mamkschools.org , or call the 

Budget Hotline at 220-3028.  You can 

also email Jill Miller at 

jgo2@verizon.net if you wish to obtain 

a copy of the article describing the 

school budget and process published in 

last spring’s Tiger Talk in Depth. 
 

Q&A (continued) 

PARENT:  ñI feel like something is wrong with 
my child, and no one sees it but me.  At the 
conferences, the teachers show me sheôs 
making progress, but she doesnôt seem to hold 
on to information.  The teachers assure me sheôs 
fine, just a little young and immature.ò  The group 
acknowledged that this can be a long and 
uncomfortable process for the parents and that 
the teachers should be respectful of the 
associated stress.  If a parent feels their child is 
slipping through the cracks, they should not wait 
for conferences to meet with the teacher.  It is 
important to raise specific concerns with the 
teacher to determine strategies.  Parents should 
provide examples of work done by the child at 
home as it may differ from work done at school.  
As a result of the parent/teacher meeting, the 
teacher may suggest meeting with the in-building 
Instructional Support Team, after which the 
school may choose to formally assess the child. 

 

 

  

Parent Informational Meetings 
One of the best ways to stay informed about and 

support your child’s education is to attend Murray’s 

regularly-scheduled informational meetings for 

parents.  To mention just a few, Barbara Dean, the 

district math coach, ran a meeting in January about 

the TERC math curriculum; in March, Principal 

Jennifer Monaco and Assistant Principal Cruz Soler 

led a presentation on the class placement process, 

and Andrew Hess, the elementary technology coach, 

led one on internet safety; and on May 1, music 

teacher Joe Brady, strings teacher Amy Rosen and 

band teacher Denise Ruchala will have a meeting on 

the instrumental and choral programs.  Look for 

information on future meetings in flyers and weekly 

Tiger Talk. 

mailto:psaila@optonline.net
http://www.mamkschools.org/
mailto:budget@mamkschools.org
mailto:jgo2@verizon.net
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In Our Classrooms  

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

Murray Benefits from TV-Turnoff Week 
Murray participated in TV-Turnoff Week this past April (for the 8th consecutive year).  The week is a nationwide event 

sponsored by TV-Turnoff Network and celebrated by schools, families and community groups.  Its purpose is to take a 

complete, week-long break from TV and other screen-based activities that typically fill much of our leisure time.  This gives 

students (and their parents) more time for quality family activities and simple pleasures such as good conversations, 

reading books, taking walks, exercising and playing outside. 

Studies show that children who watch less TV are more likely to read well and be physically fit.  TV-Turnoff Week is 

supported by over 70 national organizations, including the American Academy of Pediatricians, National Education 

Association, and the Presidentôs Council on Physical Fitness and Sports. 

The Murray PTA TV-Turnoff Week Committee, chaired by Mary Ellen Morelli and Karen Astornia, did a terrific job 

organizing the following activities during the week of April 20th:  Readers of the Day; Yoga for Kids; Playground Day; 

Library Pajama Night; and Vanishing Vinny the Magician.  As in the past, local merchants pitched in by giving discounts or 

samples during the week to participating Murray students. 

UNDERSTANDING EXPOSURE NOTICES  

At some point, almost every child will come home with a notice in his or her folder that he or she may 

have been exposed to a communicable ailment or disease.  It is our districtôs policy to send written 

exposure notices for lice, poison ivy and the following contagious illnesses:  chickenpox; coxsackie; 

fifth disease; impetigo; molluscum; mono; pink eye; pinworms; pneumonia; ringworm; scabies; and 

strep.  The notice indicates what the child may have been exposed to, symptoms to look for, 

incubation period, and a general description of treatment. 

Because a nurseôs job is to assess and not to diagnose, the nurse will require medical documentation 

for more severe diseases in order to send such a notice (e.g., a doctorôs note indicating a child was 

diagnosed with pneumonia).  As a courtesy to others, parents should inform the nurse and obtain 

medical documentation if a child is so diagnosed.  The nurse, at her discretion, may issue an 

exposure notice for certain common ailments such as strep or pinkeye without a doctorôs note, if a 

parent tells the nurse that her child was diagnosed by a physician and is being treated with antibiotics 

or other appropriate medication.   With respect only to lice, the nurse may send an exposure notice 

based on her own assessment without receiving medical documentation or parental notification. 

Although an exposure notice will not indicate which child has been diagnosed, some parents are 

concerned about privacy issues.  The district has determined that overall it is in everyoneôs best 

interest to send written notices in the above limited circumstances. To help maintain confidentiality, 

parents at Murray performing lice checks must sign agreements stating that they will fulfill their roles 

in a confidential manner.  Nurses also do their best to ensure confidentiality; Karen Cofino, the district 

nurse, says that nursesô primary concern is to maintain confidentiality about students with regard to all 

issues, including communicable diseases. 
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This yearôs Winter Whirl, ñA Night of 

Music, Chance and Charityò, greatly 

benefited Murray Avenue School. We 

appreciate the many Murray families and 

Larchmont/Mamaroneck neighbors who 

supported the evening with their generosity 

in these challenging economic times. 

At the event, Murray parents played 

competitive card games for a chance to 

win wonderful raffle prizes, socialized with 

old friends and met new ones, and enjoyed 

good food and drinks.  An amazing Jazz 

band, featuring our very own Joe Brady 

and his wife Jackie, livened up the evening 

with fabulous music.  The night also 

featured premium silent auction items, 

including Caribbean and weekend 

getaways; tickets to shows, concerts and 

sporting events; parties; golf outings; a 

fishing excursion; and a table at the 

ñexclusiveò Raoôs Restaurant. 

The funds raised through ñWinter Whirlò 

will support many cultural arts programs 

and PTA class grants that enrich our 

childrenôs education.  Thank you to the 

event chairs Yvette Hammel, Patricia 

Broderick, Maribeth Troy and Becky 

Shapiro, whose dedication, creativity and 

enthusiasm is inspiring!  To all the 

volunteers, donors and bidders who made 

the evening a success, we thank you also! 

 

  Murrayõs òWinter WhirlóñA Tremendous Success!! 
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Parents and Teachers Association        
Murray Avenue School         
Larchmont, NY 10538          

 

May through June ï Calendar Highlights 

Day Date Time   Event 
Saturday May 9 11 AM ï 4 PM 

 
Spring Fair 

Monday-Friday May 11-15 
  

Walk to School Week 

Tuesday May 12 9:15 AM 
 

Review of New PTA Programs (Musical, School Supplies) 

Thursday May 14 7:30 PM 
 

Review of New PTA Programs (Musical, School Supplies) 

Tuesday May 19 7 AM - 9 PM 
 

District Budget Vote 

Wednesday May 20 2:30 PM 
 

Murray Beautification Day 

Thursday 
 
 

May 28 
 
 

6:30 PM 
7:30 PM 

 

Murray Arts Festival 
Picnic/Exhibit 
Band & Chorus Concert 

Tuesday June 2 5:30/6:30/7:45 
 

Murray String Solo/Ensemble 

Thursday June 4 6:30 PM 
 

Science Fair 

Wednesday June 10 7:00 PM 
 

Murray Band Solo Concert 

Friday June 12 9:15 AM 
 

PTA Volunteer Coffee 

Monday-Friday June 15-19 
  

Murray Spirit Week 

Monday June 22 9:00 AM 
 

5
th

 Grade Graduation 

  
5 PM - 7 PM 

 
5

th
 Grade Graduation Party 

Monday-Wed June 22-24 11:30 AM 
 

Early Dismissal 

Thursday June 25 9:15 AM 
 

Last Day of School ï Early Dismissal 
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