Dear:
I am writing to you as a parent, a taxpayer and a member of the PTA.  I am extremely concerned by the financial burden put on our school districts by the combination of the 2% Property Tax Levy Cap, reduced state funding, and the on-going imposition of unfunded and underfunded mandates.   

The current educational proposals contain very costly unfunded mandates for our schools, while offering relatively little in relief.  One proposal would shift costs of pre-school special education and early intervention programs from the state and county to local districts.  Another would shift the costs of teacher disciplinary hearings from the state to local districts and unions. 
Unfunded mandates take precious resources from the students -- money that could be spent on services, programs, and staff in a way that makes sense in our community. I do not believe it is in the best interests of our students or our community to continue to create additional unfunded mandates as our school districts struggle under the restrictions of the tax cap.

As an active supporter of public education, I am asking you to work for serious and relevant mandate relief now, through funding for mandated educational programs and re-evaluation of mandates that do not affect the education of our students.   Please do not impose any new mandates that are not fully funded by the state. In addition, I urge you to consider what can be done to address the big cost drivers that districts have little or no meaningful control over, such as pension expenses and healthcare insurance costs.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this very important issue.
Sincerely,

