November 5, 2009

Hon. Governor David Paterson

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Paterson

I am writing to request that you reconsider your proposal calling for a $686 million mid-year cut in statewide school aid.    The proposal would have a staggering fiscal impact on the Lower Hudson region, including the Mamaroneck School District, which would be forced to cut $481,103 from its current budget.  

We recognize that these are tough economic times and that cuts need to be made, but imposing a mid-year cut on the heels of the passage of the current contingency-level school budget will cause further reductions in programs and will further hurt our students.

Our community is socioeconomically diverse.  Mamaroneck is the second largest non-city school district in Westchester County, second only to Lakeland.  Last year the number of students qualifying for free or reduced lunch stood at 12% and is rapidly rising.  Even this figure underestimates the number of children who would qualify, as many families are hesitant to request assistance. Our community has been hit hard by rising unemployment and empty storefronts.  Older residents and young families alike are struggling.  

Against this backdrop, we note that our property taxes – already among the highest in the country – are likely to climb higher even without your proposed cuts because of rising tax certioraris and declines in tax revenues and interest income.

You ask us to bear a cut in aid while burdened with mandated and contractual costs that comprise over 90% of our budget.  You well know that mandated pension contributions and contractual employee health insurance costs have skyrocketed.  In five short years, Mamaroneck’s mandated pension contributions have gone from $527,000 in the 2003-2004 budget to $5.9 million in the 2008- 2009 budget.  Although your Tier V proposal is welcomed, you must also know that it will not result in current savings.  

Mid-year cuts are particularly offensive and likely to impact students even more negatively than if imposed in the regular course of the school budget cycle.   Moreover, imposing cuts without mandate relief, including reform in property assessment standards and pension contributions is unfair to the students in New York public schools. 
We know that there are no easy or painless choices for a fiscal crisis of these proportions. However, we urge you to avoid mid-year cuts to our school district and look forward to working with you to develop meaningful mandate relief as a solution to these budget challenges. 

Sincerely,
