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“THE ROAD TO COLLEGE”

1. If your child currently receives test accommodations such as extra time, reading of instructions or use of a computer, work with your guidance counselor to apply for accommodations to the College Board (SAT’s) or for the ACT:
· Requests should be filed in freshman year in order to ensure they are in place for the June SAT II in Bio or fall  PSATs  (which some students take in October of sophomore year)
· Even if your child has received accommodations in school, they will not necessarily be granted them by the testing service. The testing services have their own criteria for disabilities and accommodations.
· Go to www.collegeboard.com or the ACT site and click on the link for students with disabilities.  Look at the descriptions of disabilities/accommodations and necessary testing/documentation

· Make sure that the proper accommodations are being requested and are submitted with the appropriate documentation/testing from special ed or an outside testing agency 
· Research whether the ACT or SAT is more appropriate for your child. According to parents, the ACT is more straightforward, students are not penalized for wrong answers, and scores are not automatically reported.   The ACT places somewhat more emphasis on the subject matter of high school classes and contains a science section, which may or may not be an advantage to your child. Virtually all colleges will accept the ACT with the writing component in place of the SAT I.  Only a limited number of colleges require SAT II's (formerly known as Achievement Tests and also known as SAT subject tests), so it is important to check that your child really needs them before he or she devotes the time and effort to preparing for and taking SAT II tests. You should consult the college's website to check its requirements.
2.  Go on line to sites such as www.ncld.org, www.collegeboard.com (you can do a college search through this site as well as research services for students with disabilities). Also once you’ve identified a possible school, go to their website and look for their Center for Students with Disabilities and/or their Learning Center (these are just some of the names the office may be called, the name can vary from school to school).  Sometimes schools have two different offices, one that deals with services they have to provide under the ADA, the other deals with special programs, tutors, mentors and other type of support services.  
3.  Parents and students recommend finding the colleges/universities you/your students are interested in first and then look at their programs for students with learning disabilities.  Make sure the culture, size, location are a right “fit” first.  Also, do not go by the descriptions of services on paper. It is very important to visit the school and the learning center.
4. Consult books such as the Peterson’s and K & W Guide to Colleges for students with Learning Disabilities to learn about schools and programs that may be appropriate for your child. (Note: Copies of these books are available in the guidance, special ed and the CIC).

5. Other recommended books: ​Colleges That Change Lives, College Survival Guide for Students for LD an ADD and general college guides such as Fiske, Princeton Review, Kaplan.
  6.
Questions to ask the Learning Center at a college:

· Have they had experience with students who have your child's type
                         of disability?

· How do they notify teachers?

· What services/support do they offer

· What documentation is required?

· Does the student need to apply for the program? Are there additional fees for programs/services beyond the regular tuition?

7. Importance of student to know what they need/how to self advocate

Parents stressed the importance of the students being involved in the process of talking with the learning center and being aware of what supports they need and how to get them.  At college, students must advocate for themselves though some colleges do play a more active role in the supervision/monitoring of the students and implementing the necessary modifications/accommodations. Others leave it entirely up to the students.  In some cases, the student must approach the professor directly and the professor’s response may vary on a case to case basis.  Other schools may have a less active learning center but at the same time an overall more flexible, supportive environment.
